FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE TOMORROW 
IDENTIFY THE GIFTED CHILD TODAY 


JANUARY, 1957 


HOW TEACH GIFTED CHILDREN‘* 


For a number of years I have been deeply concerned about the wasted 
abilities of our gifted children. Since we have no set-up for formal 


testing and no accelerated program in our system, I have been workmg 
on the problem in my own limited way. 


Early in the school year 1 try to become thoroughly acquainted with 
each pupil--school records are checked; I visit every home; I conduct 
a survey to find out each child’s interests, skills, hobbies. One of 
the most important things that we do is to give an informal reading 
test. A recent course in Teaching Reading gave me an entirely new 
outlook on teaching the child, not the textbook. A child’s reading 
- ability is the basis foc most of our enrichment, for enrichment is 
the key to most of my work with the gifted. 


Once I know the child, I plan activities that I believe, in some 
measure at least, bring out the best in each pupil. 


We launch a system of extra credit or Honor Group work for which I 
give credit points for more advanced work ir the various subjects-- 


work that the average student cannot or will not have an opportunity 
to do. 


He is encouraged to contribute to our sharing periods--reports 
on books read, TV programs, trips made, hobbies. Our work may take 


the form of a Hobby Show or a Book Fair with pupils dressed as book 
characters. 


In math a group may study banking or graphs while the majority 
“dig’ on fractions or long division. 


Above all we read, read, read; we live in the Land of Hooks. Each 
student is urged to keep his own vocabulary book, to be on the alert 
for interesting and unusual words to report. This emphasis on the love 


of words builds the habit of turning to the dictionary and reference 
Please turn to page 4 


TWINNING ESSAY sw SECOND ANNUAL N A G C CONTEST, SUBMITTED BY 
RUBY M. HANSON, BYRON, GA. 
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PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE 


We are indeed happy to present to you this first number of the N AG 
NEWSLETTER. We hope that we shall be able to fill the need for a perio 


ical which is solely devoted to reporting the news and research in the — 
fields of Psychology and Education of the Gifted. The plan is to pub- — 


lish the NEWSLETTER for one year, nurturing its growth until it a- 
chieves maturity as a Journal. 


Those who recall N AG C's initial activities will remember that 
there were three objectives originally proposed. These were the forma - 
tion of an Association, the publication of a Journal, and the estab - 
lishment of a Fund for Gifted with which to sponsor research and aid 
school systems who wished to embark on programs for their Gifted. 
All of the objectives have been achieved in part. 


The N A GC is now entering its third year of activity. Membership 
in the organization is held by parents, teachers, psychologists, ed- | 
ministrators, doctors, lawyers, engineers, and other interested indi- 
viduals and groups from all over the U.S.A., Alaska and Canada. 


Tl 


We 


Establishment of the bessie Fabe Fund has made it possible to assist | 


several small schools in programs for their Gifted Children. Contri- 


butions are being sent to this Fund by individuals or groups who wish | 


to honor or remember an individual or a special occasion. It is 
through the Bessie Fabe Fund for Gifted that we eventually hope to be 


able to finance graduate research, as well as to stimulate schoo] 
planning for the Gifted. 


For two consecutive years we have sponsored a contest open to tea-— 
chers. Entries were received from teachers throughout the country. | 
The purpose has been to stimulate interest, discussion and possibly 


further planning and action on the part of teachers in their individ- 
ual class rooms, whether or not they were situated in schools where 
there was any definite policy regarding the needs of Gifted Children. 
As further evidenced by the coming joint meeting with AAAS, the 
N AGC has from the first been desirous of working with both groups 


and individuals in all possible ways that assistance can be given. | 


N AG C has acted:as a clearing house, responding to inquiries from 
parents, teachers, school systems, other professional groups and in- 
terested individuals. The aim has been to work with all who wish to 
advance the knowledge of how to meet the needs of our Gifted. The 
results of the essays for example have not only been analysed by N AG C 
they are currently being shared with I C EC, and are then to be shared 
wth the AP A. It is hoped that each group with their different ori- 
entations may be able to draw varying conclusions from analysis of the 


materials contained in the essays. \ f 
— i 
ai Please turn to page 6 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF N A G C 
D WITH 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Wednesday Evening, Dec. 26: 
that 7:30 pm Blue Room. Hotel Sheraton-McAlpin, Business Meeting 
8:00 pm Blue Room, Hotel Sheratoh-McAlpin, Address: Program 


i ; of the National Association for Gifted Children, co 
| aha sponsored by the A A A S Section Q-Education. a 
‘ted. Tom S. Cohn, Wayne University, will preside. i 
| Address: The Needs of Today’s Gifted Children. i 

| Speaker: Ann F. Isaacs, 
‘ship 

| 
ndi- 
Be 
Sist Thursday Morning, Dec. 27 
tri- 9:30 am Blue Room, Hotel Sheraton-McAlpin; Panel Discussion: 
wish Motivating the Gifted Underachiever. Program of the 
t is National Association for Gifted Children, cosponsored 
o be by AAAS Section Q-Education. 
choo | _ Ann F. Isaacs will preside. 

Panel Members: 
a Doris T. Allen, Associate Professor of Psychology, . 
ey. University of Cincinnati. 
oily | Alternate: Leah Gold Fein, Yale University. 
we Viola Cassidy, Associate Professor, bureau of 
ele Special and Adult Education, Ohio State Univer- 
sity. 

“a John S. Pearson, Assistant Director, Genetic Re- 

° search Program, Rochester State Hospital, Roch- 
ape ester, Minn. 
}eRe John R. Mayor, Director, A A A S Sciente Teaching 
Improvement Program, Washingtecn, D. C. 4 
2a- Louis A. Fleigler, Syracuse University, Syracuse, 
| to New York, 
The 
GC 
1a red 
ori- 
f the Convention Headquarters: Room 366, Hotel Sheraton-McAlpin 


Tec. 26-30 
PLEASE PLAN TO COME 
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COMING SOON 
.+eA new book on education of the 
Gifted by Nicholas Mosely, and 
Norma Cutts 
Yearbook of the N.S.S.E. to 
be devoted to the gifted child 
+esThe announcement of the third 
annual essay contest sponsored by 
The National Association for 
Gifted Children 
bibliography of individuals 
throughout the country doing re- 
search and working with gifted 
children prepared by the A.P.A. 
and co-sponsored by your N AGC 
«eA booklet by the National Voca- 
tional Guidance Association ti- 
tled How to Guide the Gifted 
«+eThe March issue of The School 
Review which will be devoted to 
the gifted child 
eeoThe NVGA meeting, April 16, 
at Lansing, with Dr. Elizabeth 
Drews the featured speaker 
Robert Cardew’s exclusive 
report to the N A GC NEWLETTER 
on The Education otf Gifted in 
France. 


0 L_WAN 


j The Science Research Associa- 
tion booklet Making the Most of 


Your Intelligence, ably authored 
by Lyle M. Spencer and Ruth Dun- 
bar. Write to SRA, 57 W. Grand 
Ave., Chicago ]0, Ill. 

ap 

The International Reading As- 
sociation Bulletin, The Reading 
Teacher , for April, 1956 (Vol. 9, 
No. 4) which is wholly devoted to 
the gifted child’s reading 
problems. 


An article titled Counseling 
Parents of Gifted Children by 
Samuel R. Laycock who contributes 
many valuable ideas in the ICEC 


Journal EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN, — 
for December, 1956, (Vol. 23, © 


No. 37+ 


The next copy of your NA GC 
NEWSLETTER due in March. 


HOW I TEACH GIFTED CHILDREN 


Continued from Page 1 


books at all hours of the day as pupils and teacher explore this inter- 


esting world. 


We usually have several assembly programs during the year. 


Every 


child is urged to take some part, although he is never coerced. These 
pcograms turn up hidden talents; a girl who has a sweet, lilting voice; 
one with a good sense of rhythm, who can interpret a catchy tune , 
do what the music says to do ; a boy who has unusual ability to de- 
claim another dons blackface and tells an Uncle Remus story to a wide- 


eyed little boy. 
grow and unfold. 


I have been privileged to see some of these talents 


A plan to work on soon is developing of science interests. Through 
individual and group projects, A Science Fair, I hope to start some 
students toward « field in which we need our keenest and best minds-- 


science in this Atomic Age. 


On and on it goes--a joy to work with pupils who show promise of 
blessing the world with their multiple talents. 
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IN OHIO 


NEWS AND NOTES 
BY CARL PF 


Dr. 1. Gordon Hullfish addressed 
the Cincinnati Section of NAG C. 
Dr. Hullfish, Professor of Educa- 
tion, Ohio State University, 
spoke to the Cincinna‘i Section 
of NA GC onthe topic Democra- 
cy’ s Need for Intelligence , when 
the NA GC met jointly with 
SWOTA last October. After 
Dr. Hullfish’s presentation, the 
group gathered for tea in the 


’ Victorian Ballroom. Carl Peets 


was elected president for the 
coming year. 


The Chi Omega alumni group in 
Cincinnati has offered to sponsor 
a gifted child in lessons that he 
might not otherwise have been 
able to afford. This has brought 
recommendations from principals 
and school superintendents who 


_ knew of gifted children in need, 


and has resulted in bringing 
about the interest of several 
other local business and pro- 
fessional groups in the needs of 
gifted. children. 


The next meeting of Cincinnati’s 
N AGC will be held at the Cin- 
cinnati Public Library, Monday, 
January 2lst, at 7:30 pm. An 
able panel of teachers from the 
local schools composed of Martha 
Duwell, Betty Becker, Lee Downing, 
and John Bagnoli will lead the 
discussion of Dr. Edna Oswalt’s 


(Kent State U.) film strip A 


Project for Enrichment--Fourth 
and Fifth Grades This is an 
open meeting, all interested are 
urged to attend. 


IN MICHIGAN 


The Michigan Ansccieei ion for 
Gifted Children (affiliated with 
N AGC) now numbers more than 
three hundred members have as 
presi dent Tom S. Cohn and Ernest 
F. Ross as Vice-President. A 
November weeting was scheduled 
which featured G. Mennen Williams, 
governor of that state. The De- 
cember speaker will be Dr. Sam 
uel Brownell, superintendent of 
Detroit’s Public Schools. 


in tle inois 


‘Chicago was host to over three 
hundred educators, psychologists, 
and parents who attended a con- 
ference on Educating the Gifted 
Child, held in November. These 
meet ings were jointly sponsored 
by the Midwest Administration 
Center, The Department of Educa- 
tion otf the University ot Chica- 
go, and the American Association 
vf School Administrators. 


The Division of School Psychol- 
ogists of the A P A is preparing 
a Directory of psychologists, ed- 
ucators, and others working with 
the gifted. Dr. D. W. Kern, 22 
Louis St., Trumbull, Conn., is 
Chairman, and will be glad to 
hear from those who would like to 
be included. NAGC will co- 
sponsor this project. 


The National Association for 
Gifted Children is eager to pub- 
licize all course offerings on 
the Psychology and Education of 
the Gifted. Please let us know 
what your College or University 
plans to offer this summer and 
fall. 


PAGE 5 


La 
ed 
n- 
ad 
| 
0 | 

by 
es 
EN, 
ES, 
e; 
le- 
e- 
its 
gh 


IN MEMORIAM 


The N AGC has just lost one of its most able friends ' 
and advisors, Dr. C. M. Louttit. To his many friends, . 
colleagues and students alike, discussions related to . 
the needs of our gifted youth never found Dr. Louttit “ 
too busy to give us his best thinking in all matters . ‘. 
that were presented to him. In his memory, The N AGC Ps 
Board has voted to establish a book fund for publications 
to be made available to our members. 
Please send i i i MA 
your contributions to The C. M. Louttit Book Fund, 
409 Clinton Springs Avenue, © 1. f 
Cincinnati 17, Ohio. 2. G 
(3. 
4. 
Continued from Page 2 6. 


Features in addition to the reporting of original research and 
a yearly annotated bibliography which have been suggested for inclu- WHA 
sion in The NEWSLETTER-JOURNAL include a columm of special interest 
to parents, book reviews, and occasional essays. Your further recom- Po 
mendations and suggestions will receive our most careful consideration jniti: 


We wish to thank the many friends and advisors of N AGC whose factor 
generous help and suggestions have made the NEWSLETTER possible. Spe- Vario 
cial thanks is due the following Board Members for the proposed Jour- N A ¢ 
nal which the N A GC hopes it will soon be able to sponsor: needs 
Drs. Lewis M. Terman, J. Carson Ryan, Edna Oswalt, Walter Crewson, ‘Succes 
Marguerite R. Hertz, Paul Witty, Robert Havighurst, Sylvia Kay, Carl 
Hansen, Reab K. Boardman, Howard Justman, Morris Meister, Harvey Zor- 
baugh, Merle Sumption, Walter Barbe, Arthur Selvi, D. B. Lloyd, H. Gor -— 

don Hullfish, Nicholas Mosely, Norma Cutts, J. Stover, Wilson Ivins, 4A. 
V¥. L. Lihmann, Florence S. Dunlop, Robert De Haan, A. Harry Passow, Dr, £ 
Albert Oliver, Frederick C. Thorne, Louis A. Fleigler, William M. = and | 
Cruick shank. 


Please let us know how N A GC can better serve you, and what kinds 
of features you would like to see included in future publications. A list 


Cordially yours, study 


-Variou 


Ann F. Isaacs, President) 
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THERE’ S A NEED FOR N AG C 


1. To serve as a clearing house. 


2. To keep abreast of all research practices and programs in process. 
3. To subsidize research at the graduate level. 
4. To help individuals. 
5. To help schools get started on their programs. 
6. To publish our Journal - over 80 sources are represented in our 
card file on current literature of the Gifted. 


WHAT _N_ AG _C_ DOES 
. 1. Pyovades articles and reprints, and publishes The NEWSLETTER. 
program assistance to all interested groups. 


3. Plans National conventions. 
4. Helps subsidize programs at all levels. 


5. Encourages research. 


6. Sponsors an annual essay contest to stimulate interest. 


WHAT CAN HAPPEN WITHOUT N A G C 


- Poor practices abandoned in some school systems as inadequate are 

mh initiated into others, without adequate insight into the causative 

,e factors of failure. Examples of the above situations can be found in 

various communities large-and small, throughout the country. A strong 

;- N AGC can hebp your commnity select. the program most suited to its 
needs and will help maintain community support to assure it continued 

1, success. 

rl 

r- 


AVAILABLE FROM YOUR N_A G C OFFICE 
9% 


» Dr. Edna R. Oswalt’s new film strip ‘A Project for Enrichment--Fourth 
and Fifth Grades’. 


An annotated bibliography of literature on gifted children. 


.  Alist of speakers and their topics, plus program ideas for your gifted 
study groups. 


Various articles, pamphlets and reprints. 
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When you have finished with this copy of The N A G C NEWSLETTER, 
please share it with a friend. 


1f you would like to be on our permanent Mailing Lists and you are not 
already a member of the N AGC, please fill in the following form and 
mail with your remittance to the NA GC, 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED CHILDREN 
Help meet the needs of our gifted youth. Join and add your support tu 
The X A GC which serves teachers, parents, administrators, psychologsts, 
and other professional groups through: 


Making available knowledge of current research and practices. 
Publishing the N A G C NEWSLETTER. 

Planning for a gund which will serve to subsidize research, and 
publication of materials related to education of the gifted. 
Providing program assistance for interested grganizations. 


- 


MEMBERSHIP BLANK 


NAME 


HOME ADDRESS LITT; STATE 


SCHOOL OR 
TELEPHONE NUMBER BUSINESS POSITION 


WE WELCOME You As: SCHOOLS, BUSINESS, 
PROFESSIONAL, OR OTHER 


GROUP 
——$5 A REGULAR MEMBER ——$25 A REGULAR MEMBER 
——$10 A CONTRIBUTING MEMBER ——$100 A CONTRIBUTING MEMBER 


——$25 A SUSTAINING MEMBER ——$500 A SUSTAINING mE R 
——$100 A LIFE MEMBER ——$1000 a PATRON 


409 Clinton Springs, Cincinnati 17, Ohi 


| 
| 
de 
2. 
3. 
4. 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIFTED CHILDREN 


t 
| | 
nd 
| | 
d 


